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real conversion in heart and life. The third is that the
qualifying of men for such a service, and the success of their
efforts, are the work of the Holy Q-host alone.

The indirect and collateral influence of Missions is not to
be despised, and is now generally acknowledged. They have
promoted civilization ; they have facilitated colonization; they
have furthered geographical discovery ; they have opened doors
for commerce; they have done service to science; they have
corrected national and social evils ; they have sweetened family
life. Many Christian communities in the Mission-field are very
imperfect; but at least they are better than the Heathen. The
shipwrecked sailor loses his fear of being robbed and murdered
when he spies a Bible in a native hut. The Bible may belong
to *one who never reads it, and by whom its precepts are
neglected; but its very presence is an indication of better
things. Nevertheless, all these indirect and collateral results
are not the primary aim of a Christian missionary society. That
aim is the salvation of men.

There are also results of missionary work which, unlike those
of a scientific or material character, cannot be called indirect.
Missions extend the visible and organized Christian Church, or
Churches ; and, in due time, they make Christian nations.
Such results as these are to be aimed at, and prayed for.
Viewed, however, in the light of eternity, they are not the end,
but the means to an end ; they are chiefly valuable in so far as
they promote the salvation of men. The grand aim of Missions
is (1) to fulfil the Lord's command to preach the G-ospel as
a witness to all nations, which affects eternity because His
Coming depends upon it ; and (2) to gather out of the world
the spiritual Church which is the true Body of Christ, and
which will live on into a future when all earthly Church
organization is forgotten.

While, therefore, the pages of this History which deal with
.ecclesiastical controversies, problems of organization, social
reforms, and the like, may seem to be specially important, the
reader who thinks of the salvation of men will turn with even
itfore interest to those which sketch the story of the individual
servant of the Lord who goes forth in His Name, or of the
convert whose life and whose death illustrate the power of
Divine Grace.. Many pages that are thus occupied will, it is
hoped, evoke songs of praise and thanksgiving, deepen the
reader's faith in his Saviour and Lord, and send him to his
knees in fresh and humble dedication of himself to the pro-
motion of a cause so sacred, so blessed, so certain of ultimate
triumph. He will learn that missionary advance abroad
depends upon spiritual advance at home; that the increase of